
Bahamas Electricity Corporation would like consumers to
be aware of some simple steps you can take to avoid the
loss of life and property in home fires:

• Install smoke detectors in accordance with manufacturers’ 
instructions.

• Have a minimum of two smoke detectors installed in your home.
• Test smoke alarms once a month and change batteries twice

a year, when Daylight Savings Time begins and ends.
• Never overload circuits.  If a circuit breaker trips or fuses blow,

call a licensed electrician immediately to inspect your system.
• Be careful about how many appliances are plugged into an outlet.
• Do not store combustibles or flammables near heat sources.
• When considering a new home, ask if there are residential 

sprinklers available.
• Have an escape plan and practice escape routes with your family.
• If there is a fire – get out immediately and notify the Fire Department.

Teaching Children Fire Safety
• STOP, DROP AND ROLL: Teach your children to stop, drop 

and roll on the ground in case their clothes ever catch fire.
• Prepare an evacuation plan and practice it with your children
• Supervise young children closely. Do not leave them alone 

even for short periods of time.
• Keep matches and lighters in secured drawers or cabinets.
• Teach your child proper stove protocol.  Do not let them use 

the stove or oven unsupervised.
• Show your children how to crawl low on the floor in order to 

stay below the smoke.
• Teach your children the nature of fire.  It is hot, fast and extremely

dangerous.
• Inspect your house for evidence of children playing with matches

or lighters.
• Teach your children to inform you when they find matches

or lighters.
• Teach your children where the emergency numbers are kept 

and how to use them in the event of a fire.
• Having a smoke detector greatly improves your chances of 

surviving a fire and remember to practice a home escape plan
with your family.

Electrical hazards can cause burns, shocks and electrocution,
which is fatal.

ASSUME ALL POWER LINES ARE ENERGISED AT LETHAL
VOLTAGES!!!!!!

• NEVER assume that a wire is safe to touch even if it is down 
or appears to be insulated.

• NEVER touch a fallen overhead power line. Contact BEC 
immediately to report fallen electrical lines.

• ALWAYS stay a minimum of 10 feet from overhead wires during
clean-up and other activities.

• ALWAYS survey the area prior to starting work for the presence
of overhead wires If working at heights or handling long objects.

• ALWAYS stay inside the vehicle and continue to drive away 
from the line If an overhead wire falls across your vehicle while
you are driving.. If the engine stalls, do not leave your vehicle.

 Warn people not to touch your vehicle or the wire.  Contact  
BEC’s emergency services

• NEVER operate electrical equipment whilst standing in water.
• NEVER repair electrical cords or equipment unless qualified 

and authorized.
• ALWAYS ensure that qualified electricians inspect electrical 

equipment that has gotten wet before energizing the equipment.
• ALWAYS inspect electrical cords and equipment If working in

damp locations to ensure that they are in good condition and 
free of defects and use a ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI)

• ALWAYS use caution when working near electricity.
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Chain saws can be dangerous by the very nature of their operation.
 However, injuries can be minimized following the manufacturer’s
operating procedures and by using proper personal protection.

Before Starting a Chain Saw

• Ensure that controls, chain tension 
and all bolts and handles are 
adjusted in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions.

• Ensure that the chain is
sharp and the 
lubricating reservoir
is full.

• Start the saw on the ground or on a firm surface.  Drop starting
is never allowed.

• Start the engine at least 10 feet from the fueling area with the
brake engaged.

Fueling a Chain Saw

• Used only approved containers for transporting fuel for the saw.
• Dispense fuel at least 10 feet from any potential source of ignition.
• Do not fuel a running or hot saw.
• Use a funnel when pouring fuel into the saw.
• Do not smoke during fueling.

Chain Saw Safety

• Ensure that the saw is shut off or its brake engaged when 
carrying the saw

• Clear all debris from the chain’s path and look for snails and 
other obstacles in the tree prior to cutting.

• Maintain secure footing and keep both hands on the saw 
handles at all times when cutting.

• Make sure that proper personal protection equipment must be
worn when operating the chain saw.  This includes hand, foot,
leg, eye, face, hearing and head protection.

• Do not wear loose clothing.
• Ensure that gasoline powered chain saws are equipped with 

a protective device that minimizes chain saw kick back.
• Be cautious of saw kick back.  To avoid kick back do not saw 

with tip. If equipped, keep tip guard in place.
• Observe tree branches as they may spring out when cut and 

take care that tree limbs do not bind against the saw.
• Always consult manufacturers instructions for more information.

• Fires are frequently caused by improper installation of electrical
devices by untrained electricians.

• It is essential to remember that water and electricity do not mix.
This is extremely dangerous and must be avoided at all times.

• When you use electrical devices safely, you can prevent
electrical problems

• Always use the proper size fuse.  Never place a penny behind
a fuse when you do not have a spare fuse.

• Clothing or towels should never be placed on a lampshade.  
This is a fire hazard.

• Ensure that proper wattage is used on all light fixtures.  Most 
light fixtures are labeled to indicate the brightest bulb that can
be safely used.

• Use only extension cords that are rated for the power used by
the device they are powering.

• Ensure that only authorized and licensed electricians conduct
electrical installations.

• All electrical appliances used outdoors should be designed for
that purpose.

• Outdoor receptacles should be the ground fault circuit interrupting
type (GFCI).

Clues that indicate electrical problems in the home:
• Frequently blown fuses or broken circuits.
• A frequently blown bulb is a sign the bulb is too high a wattage

for the fixture.
• A warm electrical cord is an indication that the cord is underrated

or defective.
• When you insert or remove a plug and sparks appear, you may

have a loose connection.
• Flickering lights could be an indication that the circuit is 

overloaded or has a loose connection.

Assume all power lines are energised and dangerous!!

• Tree trimming activities are conducted throughout the year,
so do not wait until the hurricane season is upon us to trim
those trees.

• Tree trimming or removal within 15 feet of power lines must
be done by trained and experienced line clearance tree 
trimmers who must be aware of and maintain the proper 
minimum approach distances when working around energized
power lines.

• When moving ladders and other equipment around downed 
trees and power lines, use extreme caution.

• Stay alert at all times.
• Do not trim trees in dangerous weather conditions.
• Perform hazard assessment of work area before commencing work.
• Eliminate or minimize exposure to hazards at the tree and in 

the surrounding areas.
• Chain saw operators and the operators of other equipment 

should be trained and the equipment should be properly 
maintained.  When using this equipment use personal protective
equipment such as gloves, safety glasses, hard hats, hearing
protection etc as recommended in the equipment manufacturer’s
operating manual.

• Determine the tree’s falling direction.  Address forward, back 
or side leaning issues in each instance.

• Determine the proper amount of hinge wood to safely guide 
the tree’s fall.

• Inspect tree limbs for strength and stability.
• Do not climb with tools in your hands.
• If broken trees are under pressure, determine the direction of

the pressure and make small cuts to release it.
• Use extreme care when felling a tree that has not fallen 

completely to the ground and is lodged against another tree.
• Never turn your back on a falling tree
• Be alert and avoid objects thrown back by the tree as it falls.

• Portable generators are internal combustion engines used to 
generate electricity and are regularly utilized during disaster 
response.  Portable generators can be dangerous if used 
incorrectly, even leading to carbon monoxide, even leading to
carbon monoxide poisoning.

• Shocks and electrocution may result from improper use of 
power or accidentally energizing other electrical systems.

• Carbon monoxide from the
generator’s exhaust 
presents a potential 
hazard.  Fires can occur 
from improperly refueling 
the generator or 
inappropriately storing fuel.

Safe Working Practices
• Inspect portable 

generators for damage or
loose fuel lines that may 
have occurred during 
transportation and/or handling.

• Always keep the generator dry.
• Maintain and operate portable generators in accordance with

the manufacturer’s safety instructions.
• Never attach a generator directly to the electrical system of a

structure unless the generator has a properly installed transfer
switch. Doing this presents a risk of electrocution for utility workers.

• Always plug electrical appliances directly into the generator 
using the manufacturer’s supplied cords.

• Use undamaged heavy duty extension cords that are grounded
(3-pronged).

• Use ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) as per the 
manufacturer’s instruction.

• Before refueling, shut down the generator.
• Never store fuel indoors.

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, toxic gas. Many
people have died from CO poisoning because their generator
was not adequately ventilated.
• Never use a generator indoors.
• Never place a generator outdoors near doors, windows, or vents.
• If you or others show symptoms of CO poisoning (dizziness, 

headaches, nausea, tiredness) get fresh air immediately and 
seek medical attention.

Although your home might not take a direct hit from lightning,
the power surge it may cause is still a destructive force. Take
some simple preventative steps to protect your family as well as
your appliances and electronics before, during and after hurricanes
and thunderstorms.

Before
• Install surge protectors to provide greater protection for your 

appliances and help prevent damage from lightning.
• Trim trees as necessary to safeguard property.
• Contact BEC Tree Trimming concerning all trees near power 

lines.  This is an on-going service at BEC and consumers 
should not wait until the season has started to trim trees.

• Inspect equipment such as generators and chain saws and 
ensure that everyone who might operate these machines is 
properly trained.

• Review your insurance policy to ensure that you are adequately
covered for all aspects related to the storm (wind, flood, fire etc).

• Create your hurricane plans and evacuation route and review
it with your family frequently.

When a Storm is Approaching
• Unplug your appliance power cords and cables from outlets.
• Turn off main water valve to reduce the risk of accidentally 

flooding your home.
• Avoid using any electrical appliances.
• Listen to a battery operated radio tuned to local stations for 

hurricane progress reports.
• Avoid flooded roads.
• Pay attention to weather changes.  Lightning often precedes 

rain, so don't wait for raindrops to fall before going indoors.

After
• Assume all power lines are live!!!  Never touch a fallen line.  

Call BEC immediately.
• Avoid contact with overhead power lines during clean-up and

other activities.
• If circuits and equipment have gotten wet or are in or near 

water, turn off the power at the main breaker.  Do not turn the
power back on until electrical equipment has been inspected 
by a qualified electrician.

• Stay tuned to local radio for information.


